GWIC (GOPIO International Women's Council )

 and 

FLO ( FICCI Ladies Organisation ) 

celebrate 
International Women’s Day
Theme: ‘Women - The Power House of the 21st Century : A Reality Check’
at 11am on Tuesday, March 8th, 2011 at FICCI, New Delhi
 
When she stopped conforming to the conventional picture of femininity she finally began to enjoy being a woman.
- Betty Friedan (1921 - 2006)
 
Two eminent womens’ interest bodies, active on domestic and international turf took centre stage in the capital this morning. In their deliberations on the evolution and grass root dynamics of women – they said, that women have triple roles. They represent  Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu – in the modern context.
 
In her welcome address, Ranjana Agarwal (President - FLO) said that women’s day is a time for solidarity , sharing and reassuring each other of our self worth and role in society. According to her in the 21st century it will not be India or China that will take centre stage but women coming into the work force. They will be responsible for transforming politics improving governance, and ensuring inclusive and socially sensitive development. With family support and with organizations like FLO and GWIC , she will get a platform to enhance her skills , learn how to do business and be economically independent. She particularly , emphasized the role of parents, husbands and sons in bringing about a change in perception about women and their rightful position in society.  She expressed deep concern on the fact that world statistics showed India as the most backward in its treatment of women and stressed upon the need for concerted and passionate action for a fast track change.
 
In her address Lady Shruti Rana, (Chairperson GOPIO INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S COUNCIL) said, “The GOPIO International Women's Council, which represents about 10 million women of the Indian Diaspora, focuses on facilitating support and creating narratives for women's empowerment through cities/countries with active GOPIO chapters. It actively liaises with Institutions and Governments to bring in policy changes that favour women and develop a network for women diaspora. We also develop publications for awareness generation of issues related to women and facilitate a channel for exchange of cross border knowledge through conferences, seminars and online forums." She also spoke of the four great powers or Mahashaktis in Indian narrative as four complementary archetypes of humanity and reiterated that women should evolve to express all these  powers within themselves in order to live as holistic and empowered individuals in society. She expressed her deep distress at the plight of women of Indian origin all over the world which is a direct result of patriarchal attitudes that are still rampant in most parts of society and support sanctions on women through lessor education and exposure along which constant impositions of forced marriage situations with psychological, physical or financial pressure or torture.
 
Present on the occasion was the chief guest Padma Vibhushan Dr Sonal Mansingh, along with the panelists including H E Ms Gennet Zewide (Ambassador, FDR of Ethiopia), HE Ms Irina A Orolbaeva, (Ambassador, Republic of Kyrgyzstan), H E Ms Jan Hendrderssow (High Commissioner New Zealand), H E Ms Ebyan Mahamed Salah (Ambassador, Republic of Somali) and Ms. Neelam Deo (Former Consul General of India in New York).
 
The programme was hosted by FLO and International Aids Vaccine Initiative and . 
 
Indeed, at the conclusion of the meaningful event, the fact that education, awareness and health , plus courageous advocacy at all levels is the key to empowerment of women and the evolution of a holistic and healthy society.
Over 2000 members of FLO across 8 chapters and GWIC members across 19 countries and over 25 chapters are leading the target group for FLO-GWIC initiatives in India and abroad. FLO is actively involved in  leveraging the pool of resources and infrastructure of FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry) for mutual benefit. Distinguished FLO members guide, mentor, share and inspire women at large and particularly women from the Indic region, thereby offering the support of a vast human resource reservoir.
 
Indeed,  Amy Vanderbilt’s belief, ‘The modern rule is that every woman should be her own chaperon’  was met a base line, with an.extended resonance in Virginia Woolf’s enunciation about the undeclared extent of a woman’s ability to impact life and living in a subtle, undeclared mode in her utterance,  ‘For most of history, Anonymous was a woman’. Indeed, perfect acknowledgments on the 100th anniversary of International Women’s Day.
