Shruti Foundation International Women’s Week Event
On March 1st, 2011, under the aegis of Lady Shruti Rana (Founder, Shruti Foundation - www.shrutifoundation.org) the capital celebrated the beginning of International Women’s Week, with ‘PANKH: Flights of Freedom’ where Padamshree Geeta Chandran gave a stellar performance at the occasion. Shruti Foundation also  awarded for the first time the ‘SHE’ Award (Saluting Her Endeavour) to Dr. Kiran Modi and Kamal Capoor for their outstanding service to society and humanity at Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre, Lodi Road, New Delhi. 
Present at the event, were honoured guests including Salman Khurshid (Union Cabinet Minister for Water Recourses and Minority Affairs), Mrs Louise Khurshid, Dr. Padma Vibhushan Sonal Mansingh, Jaya Jaitley and Mr T.N.Chatturvedi (Former Governor, Karnataka).

Please find below a supporting press release below and an image [L to R - Dr. Padma Vibhushan Sonal Mansingh, Lady Shruti Rana ((Founder, Shruti Foundation), Salman Khurshid (Union Cabinet Minister for Water Recourses and Minority Affairs), Dr T.N. Chatturvedi (Former Governor, Karnataka), Kamal Capoor( SHE Awardee), Geeta Chandran, Dr. Kiran Modi( SHE Awardee), Mrs Louise Khurshid and Jaya Jaitley] of the event in attachment, which we hope you will find useful.

Thanks and best wishes,

PRESS RELEASE
Shruti Foundation’s Celebrates International Women’s Week with ‘PANKH : Flights of Freedom’ with Padamshree Geeta Chandran and felicitation of  the ‘SHE’ Awardees
A woman can forgive a man for the harm he does her...but she can never forgive him for the sacrifices he makes on her account.
- W. Somerset Maugham (1874 - 1965), The Moon and Sixpence

 

The countdown to International Women’s Day could perhaps not enjoy a more befitting amalgamation than Shruti Foundation’s presentation of the Shruti Foundation “SHE” (Saluting Her Endeavour) Award for Outstanding service to Society and Humanity and the performance on Gender- ‘PANKH: Flights of Freedom’, graced with the presence of Salman Khurshid (Union Cabinet Minister for Water Resources and Minority Affairs), Dr Sonal Mansingh, Jaya Jaitley and Mr T.N.Chatturvedi (Former Governor, Karnataka).

The brainchild of Lady Shruti Rana, Shruti Foundation is a non-profit organisation, registered under Sections 12A and 80G of the income tax act, and works towards human empowerment and sustainable development. The overall purpose of Shruti Foundation is to facilitate research, education and empowerment through skills training and applications in modern and traditional systems for greater empowerment of individuals, communities and societies, especially women, youth and children.

The four ‘PANKH’s that enjoyed individual recognition in Shruti Foundation’s “Flights of Freedom’ include :

- Geeta Chandran  Emphasizing on women's right to identity, dancer Geeta Chandran in this performance presented new narratives that brought alive the dilemmas of reaching personhood.

Presented through traditional lyrics, contemporary poems and even an inspirational short story (by Marathi author Asha Bage) PANKH, according to the dancer, attempts to challenge social mores that repeatedly attempt to confine women to an identity of VERBS. “Her” inner desire to become a NOUN, becomes the recurring leitmotif of PANKH.

A widely respected role model for the young generation, Geeta is on the Board of reputed educational institutions of India, both schools and colleges, and of prestigious Government panels and Boards. She engages in the widest range of dance-related activities:  performing, teaching, conducting, singing, collaborating, organising, writing and speaking to new youth audiences

-   The two maiden Shruti Foundation “SHE” awardees, whose felicitation salutes their individual endeavours.

·        Kiran Modi, a Founder of ‘Umang’ a children’s theatre group that presents childrens’ work as part of the regular theatre circuit offering opportunities to disadvantaged children. Kiran also launched “Udayan” Care.

·        Kamal Kapoor,  helms lady of “The Happy School” that houses 500 children of construction and class four workers who get free milk, biscuits, bananas, a mid-day meal, uniforms, books, shoes and socks, winter wear as well as medical aid. They learn various art and knowledge skills

-   Lady Shruti Rana herself whose vision is reflected in the diversity of her pioneering work in various walks of life. She is internationally renowned as an acclaimed educationist and musician, international cultural facilitator, scholar and human rights activist, a wellness consultant and a leading exponent of traditional knowledge systems.

Indeed in their respective Flights of Freedom, the Shruti Foundation “SHE” Award befitting salutes the endeavour for outstanding service to safety and Humanity to the four wings of PANKH as a torchbearer for times to come.

For more information on Shruti Foundation, please visit  www.shrutifoundation.org and www.we-asc.org 
